
Table 11.2 Top 10 APA Style Errors

Error type Example

1. Use of numbers Failing to use numerals for 10 and above

2. Hyphenation
Failing to hyphenate compound adjectives that precede a noun (e.g., “role playing technique” should
be “role-playing technique”)

3. Use of et al. Failing to use it after a reference is cited for the first time

4. Headings Not capitalizing headings correctly

5. Use of since Using since to mean because

6. Tables and figures Not formatting them in APA style; repeating information that is already given in the text

7. Use of commas Failing to use a comma before and or or in a series of three or more elements

8. Use of
abbreviations

Failing to spell out a term completely before introducing an abbreviation for it

9. Spacing Not consistently double-spacing between lines

10. Use of “&” in
references

Using & in the text or and in parentheses

Online APA Style Resources

The best source of information on APA style is the Publication Manual itself. However, there are also many

good websites on APA style, which do an excellent job of presenting the basics for beginning researchers.

Here are a few of them.

APA Style
http://www.apastyle.org

Purdue Online Writing Lab
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01

Douglas Degelman’s APA Style Essentials
http://www.vanguard.edu/psychology/faculty/douglas-degelman/apa-style/

Doc Scribe’s APA Style Lite
http://www.docstyles.com/apaguide.html

APA-Style References and Citations

Because science is a large-scale collaboration among researchers, references to the work of other researchers are

extremely important. Their importance is reflected in the extensive and detailed set of rules for formatting and using

them.

References

At the end of an APA-style article or book chapter is a list that contains references to all the works cited in the

text (and only the works cited in the text). The reference list begins on its own page, with the heading “References,”
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